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About SENO
Social Entrepreneurs of New Orleans (SENO) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that has taken the lead in growing and developing the pipeline of New Orleans “social entrepreneurs”—committed, talented, and entrepreneurial individuals with innovative ideas for transformative social change. We assist early stage social entrepreneurs to achieve systems-changing impact, sustainability, and operational excellence.

Our Programs:

· New Ventures Incubator:  We find and support the most promising nonprofit and for-profit start-up organizations at their emerging and early stages through hands-on consulting/coaching, public forums to receive feedback on ideas, access to a network of executive mentors and expert advisors, access to technical and business resources, and workshops on operational and programmatic topics.  Our big goal for all the social entrepreneurs we support is that they become sustainable and achieve systems-changing impact. The Incubator is supported by the Lieutenant Governor’s Office of Social Entrepreneurship and the Greater New Orleans Foundation Crescent Fund.

· PitchNOLA: An “elevator pitch” competition where social entrepreneurs across the city submit their ideas and are provided with a platform to pitch in front of a large audience and panel of judges.  PitchNOLA is a pipeline for the New Ventures Incubator.  This competition is launched in partnership with Tulane Social Entrepreneurship Initiatives and Tulane Entrepreneurs Association.

Our Impact & Recognition:

In 2008-2009, SENO:

· Matched 12 of the most promising early-stage social entrepreneurs to 12 executive mentors in our pilot Incubator program.  Through the support of their executive mentors, mentees worked through their start-up challenges with their mentor, ranging from securing a permanent physical location, developing a board of directors, testing out an earned-income venture, developing a successful pitch for retail product placement, and developing and implementing a fundraising strategy.  

· Launched a series of 5 leadership development and technical assistance workshops/retreats for 100 social change agents through our partnership with Echoing Green, an award-winning nonprofit that provides seed funding to social entrepreneurs.  High-profile trainers included Christopher Gergen, author of Leading the Entrepreneurial Life.

· Since our inception, we have convened large networking/celebration events for 300 social change agents and featured the profiles of successful social entrepreneurs on our website. 

SENO is well-poised to expand quickly with the support and partnership of organizations such as the Lieutenant Governor’s Office of Social Entrepreneurship, Echoing Green, and Tulane University’s Freeman School of Business.  SENO has been publicly recognized by Tulane University’s Freeman School of Business as the 2009 “Outstanding Social Entrepreneur of the Year”, highlighted in Entrepreneur magazine, New Orleans Gambit “40 Under 40,” the Lieutenant Governor’s Office of Social Entrepreneurship, New Orleans City Councilman Arnie Fielkow, and the Social Enterprise Alliance as the Conference Host Committee Chair.

Sponsor A Social Entrepreneur Campaign

An investment of $6,500 or more helps one New Orleans social entrepreneur launch a financially sustainable and socially impactful venture in the 9-month New Ventures Incubator.  Through our “Sponsor a Social Entrepreneur Campaign,” you will be able to meet the social entrepreneurs in the Incubator, offer support, learn about their organizations, startup challenges, and successes, and most importantly, be part of helping them solve a pressing social problem in New Orleans. SENO sponsors have a unique opportunity to play a key role in building a pipeline of talented, entrepreneurial individuals who have innovative ideas to solve our city’s most pressing social problems.  If you or your corporation are interested in sponsorship, please contact Andrea Chen at achen@seno-nola.org, 504-710-4581. 
